The Age of the World Picture – Martin Heidegger

Outline

The Metaphysics of our age






115-116


-m.p. answers questions: “what is”; specific comprehension of “truth”


-the basis of an age, determines what appears (phenomenon) so understanding of 
metaphysics necessary to understanding the phenomenon (or at least its essence)

Characterizing the modern age:







116-117

1. science
(world as explicable object of representation)
2. modern technology     (makes it possible to remake the world in our image)
3. art moving into purview of aesthetics (to subjective experience; art as expression of human life)

4. human activity conceived and consummated as culture

5. loss of the gods (while world picture Christianized, doctrine transformed into Christian worldview.  When the relationship to the gods reduced to mere “religious experience” the gods have fled)

What is the take on “what is?,” and “truth” underlying these?

I. The description of #1 above: Modern science characterized

117-126

-summary on 126d: “Modern science … science into research.”

-modern science vs. medieval doctrina and Greek episteme

-these never exact (so a different kind of seeing, questioning)

-see p. 117 “When … vents.”
Essence of modern science = research




118, 120-123
Research: “where knowing establishes itself as a procedure within some realm of what is”



Procedure:



realm of what is:



=method?



-opening up sphere is fundamental 







event of research



-rigor: binding adherence to the



sphere opened up


-projection within some realm of 







what is of a fixed ground plan
rule: the fixedness of facts and the constantness of their change

law: constancy of change in the necessity of its course

research into facts: establishing and verifying rule and law

methodology: through which a sphere of objects come into representation, has character of clarifying on the basis of what is clear (or explanation)

explanation: 
i. accounts for unknown in terms of known

ii. verifies that known by means of the unknown
both by means of investigation, which happens by means of experiment (only possible where science has been transformed into research, begins with the laying down of a law)

-the greater the exactitude of the ground plan, the greater the possibilities for experiment.

(and this goes beyond a turn to the empirical (e.g. Bacon), beyond the disagreement between the argumentum ex verbo and argumentum ex rei)

The case physics/ ta mathemata





118-120
Ta mathemata = that which man knows in advance (something stipulated) in his observation of whatever is
-numbers the paradigmatic case, so referred to as the mathematical

-“a self-contained system of motion of units of mass related spatio-temporally” is the “plan or projection of nature” stipulated by modern physics, and physical science is bound in advance to adhere to it

“But mathematical research into nature is not exact because it calculates with precision; rather it must calculate in this way because its adherence to its object-sphere has the character of exactitude” 






120

-vs. human sciences (life sciences) which must be inexact to be rigorous.

Fields, Institutionalization, and Unity of the Sciences


123-126

-science as research grounded in projection of circumscribed object sphere, therefore each science is individualized into specific fields of investigation (not the consequence of science as research but its foundation)

-science becomes an ongoing procedure in that the results of a science leads to the opening up of new procedures within the science (methodology becomes circumscribed by means of results; adapts itself to possibilities of procedure opened up by itself, having to adapt itself to its own results)

-and because science is an ongoing procedure it is necessarily institutionalized
-institutionalization makes secure the procedure of methodology over whatever is (research vs. erudition; researcher vs. scholar; etc.)

-thus no more unity in object studied (as in uni-versity), but a unity in the particularization of commensurate, spontaneous, ongoing activities of research = a solidarity of procedure and attitude with respect to the objectification of whatever is
-individualized processes in separate research institutes is the consummation of the essence of modern science

II. The essence of modern science (its metaphysical take of “being” and “truth”) 










126-end
The metaphysical ground of research




126-127
-science as research puts “what is” at the disposal of representation, “sets in place” nature and history

-reality is made up of objects of a representation that explains

So here: 
Being = objectiveness



Truth = the certainty of representation

=the metaphysical ground of science as research

Subject-object correlation






127-128
-essence of age: man frees himself for himself (correct but superficial),


makes way for subjectivism and individualism

-but also corresponds to an incomparable objectivism
-essence of age = interplay (reciprocal conditioning) of subjectivism and objectivism, but where man becomes subject!
-subiectum (L) = hypokeimenon (GK) = that which lies before, the ground that gathers everything onto itself

-originally had no special relationship to man, and none to the I

-when man is subject he becomes the ground of all that is, the relational centre of all that is

-but this only possible where the comprehension of what is changes, thus …

The world picture (Weltbild)





129-131

World: everything in its entirety (nature, history, their ground)
Picture: world itself as normative and binding for us (not an imitation of the world); what stands before us exactly as it stands with it for us; what we have fixedly before ourselves, and as a system

-for modern, the world is conceived AS picture, its being is set up by man, Being found in representedness

-where the world is not conceived in this way, there is no world picture (and so a different age)

Middle ages: being is ens creatum (created by God as first cause)


-to be means to belong to a certain rank within analogia entis; Being never 
brought before man as an object  (“to be” = being “subject to” God)
Greeks: “whatever is belongs to Being because it is demanded and determined by Being”

-Being=that which is arises and opens itself, presences


-does not come because man looks upon it; but man the one looked upon (he’s 
gathered as the one who opens himself to what presences)


-man included and maintained within openness

Move into modern therefore from apprehending to representing
131-133
-man forces everything into relationship with himself as the normative realm

-man thus takes precedence over what is

-the newness of the age is that man now takes up a position as one constituted by himself, intentionally maintained, and as footing for development of humanity (calculation and mastery)

-this tracked back to power of “representation,” opened up by idea that world as “picture” corresponds to man as “subiectum”

Humanism








133-134

-the above gives (“absurd”) grounding event of modern history: the subject (man) is and is not his own object.  

-humanism becomes our moral/aesthetic anthropology, i.e., the evaluation of man from the standpoint of man (since 18th C)

-here everything that is is reduced to “life-experience” (see art and religion from intro), and modern man takes charge of the shaping of his own essence

The Struggle between Worldviews





134-135
-as representing and setting everything before himself, man is the measure, sets up and sets guidelines for everything that is

-leads to a confrontation of worldviews (all within this fundamental position)

The Shadow and belonging to Being




135-136

-infinity of realm of calculability leads to shadow of uncalculable around the calculated, which points to something else denied to us today to know

-we can “know” this incalculable only in a creative questioning and genuine reflection

-on this head: “man belongs to Being and yet is a stranger among that which is.”
